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Type: Original
Date: February 21, 2002

FISCAL SUMMARY

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON STATE FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005

Total Estimated 
Net Effect on All
State Funds $0 $0 $0

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON FEDERAL FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005

Total Estimated
Net Effect on All
Federal Funds $0 $0 $0

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON LOCAL FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005

Local Government $0 $0 $0

Numbers within parentheses: ( ) indicate costs or losses.
This fiscal note contains 3 pages.
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FISCAL ANALYSIS

ASSUMPTION

Officials from the Department of Health and Senior Services (DOH) stated this legislation
would not be expected to significantly impact the operations of the DOH.  If the proposal were to
substantially impact the DOH programs, then the DOH would request funding through the
legislative process.

Officials from th Office of State Courts Administrator and Samaritan Memorial Hospital
assume the proposed legislation will not fiscally impact their organizations.

Officials from the Barton County Memorial Hospital, Cass Medical Center, Cooper County
Memorial Hospital, Excelsior Springs Medical Center, Lincoln County Memorial Hospital,
Pemiscot Memorial Hospital, Phelps County Regional Medical Center, Ray County
Memorial Hospital, and Ste. Genevieve County Memorial Hospital did not respond to our
request for a statement of fiscal impact.

FISCAL IMPACT - State Government FY 2003
(10 Mo.)

FY 2004 FY 2005

$0 $0 $0

FISCAL IMPACT - Local Government FY 2003
(10 Mo.)

FY 2004 FY 2005

$0 $0 $0

FISCAL IMPACT - Small Business

No direct fiscal impact to small businesses would be expected as a result of this proposal.

DESCRIPTION

This bill establishes the Disposition of Human Fetuses Act. The bill: (1) Contains definitions for
"final disposition" and "remains of a human fetus"; (2) Requires that the mother of the dead
human fetus determine the final disposition of the remains of the fetus. The mother is allowed to
choose any means of final disposition authorized by law or by the Director of the Department of
Health and Senior Services; (3) Authorizes the final disposition of human fetal remains by
cremation, burial, incineration in an approved medical waste incinerator, or other means
approved by the director. The disposition must DESCRIPTION (continued)
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be consistent with state law or administrative rules. If the disposition occurs by incineration, the
remains must be incinerated separately from medical waste; (4) Does not require a religious
service or ceremony to be held; (5) Requires licensed hospitals and other licensed health care
facilities to adopt written standards for the disposition of human fetal remains. Licensed health
care facilities can provide the mother a copy of their written standards; (6) Requires licensed
hospitals or other licensed health care facilities to notify the mother within a 24-hour period of
her right to determine the final disposition and the methods of final disposition of the fetal
remains as contained in the bill. The 24-hour notification is required if an abortion or miscarriage
occurs at the facility; (7) Requires the licensed health care facility to provide on-site counseling
services to the mother or refer the mother to an appropriate provider of counseling services
concerning the death of the fetus; and (8) Requires that persons who violate provisions of the bill
are guilty of a class C misdemeanor. 

This legislation is not federally mandated, would not duplicate any other program and would not
require additional capital improvements or rental space.
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