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FISCAL SUMMARY

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON STATE FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003

None

Total Estimated 
Net Effect on All
State Funds $0 $0 $0

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON FEDERAL FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003

None

Total Estimated
Net Effect on All
Federal Funds $0 $0 $0

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON LOCAL FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003

Local Government $0 $0 $0

Numbers within parentheses: ( ) indicate costs or losses.
This fiscal note contains 3 pages.
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FISCAL ANALYSIS

ASSUMPTION

Officials from the Department of Social Services assume that this proposal will not fiscally
affect their agency. 

Officials from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) stated
enactment of this proposal could pose potentially significant impact to DESE in terms of
establishing rules, developing procedures, disseminating information to school psychologists or
counselors certified by DESE via workshops around the state.  Impact is estimated to be greater
than $100,000.  This cost is expected to be primarily one-time in nature.

Oversight assumes the DESE and the local school districts can implement the requirements of
this proposal without additional resources.

Officials from the Department of Mental Health (DMH) did not respond to our request for
fiscal impact.  However, for a very similar proposal from the previous session, the DMH stated
that if broad,  global consent is sufficient to fulfill the requirements of this proposal, minor
modifications to establish procedures and forms would be done without any fiscal impact.  If a
broad consent form is not sufficient, there may be increased costs, that cannot be determined
from the proposal’s language.

Officials from the Department of Economic Development (DED) - Division of Professional
Registration did not respond to our request for fiscal impact.  However, for a very similar
proposal from the previous session, the DED assumed this proposal would not fiscally impact
their department.

FISCAL IMPACT - State Government FY 2001
(10 Mo.)

FY 2002 FY 2003

$0 $0 $0

FISCAL IMPACT - Local Government FY 2001
(10 Mo.)

FY 2002 FY 2003

$0 $0 $0
FISCAL IMPACT - Small Business

No direct fiscal impact to small businesses would be expected as a result of this proposal.
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DESCRIPTION

This proposal requires mental health care providers, prior to providing services, to truthfully
inform every client, patient, and recipient of mental health care treatments of:             
                                                               
(1)  Their training and credentials;                           
                                                               
(2)  The patient's right to withdraw consent for treatment at any time;                                              
       
(3)  The risks, hazards, and relative benefits of all proposed mental health care treatments and
alternative treatments; and   
                                                                
(4)  The requirement to obtain written informed consent.        
                                                                
Licensing boards of the mental health care providers are required to adopt and enforce rules of
professional conduct requiring the informed consent.  Incompetent clients or patients who receive
mental health services are required to provide written informed consent and the signature of a
legal guardian. 

Mental health care providers who violate the provisions of the proposal are subject to having
their license or certification suspended or revoked, subject to the discretion of their governing
licensing board.  Such violations can be reported to the public upon request.                                   

This legislation is not federally mandated, would not duplicate any other program and would not
require additional capital improvements or rental space.
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